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in deep concern to beg you to consider whether It may not be laid
upon you to do so.
With deep esteem and love3
49, Parliament Hill,	Your friend sincerely,.
London, N. \V. 3	Corder Catchpooi"
I know that this letter reflects the attitude of many
Englishmen who look to me for showing the better way.
Sir Radhakrishnan's collection of tributes on my completing
seventy years has deepened the hope of thousands of peace
lovers. But I know what a poor instrument I am for the
fulfilment of that hope. Admirers have given me credit I
do not deserve. I am not able to testify that India furnishes
the world with a good example of non-violence of the strong
and therefore as a substitute for armed resistance against
an aggressor^ India undoubtedly has shown the efficacy
of passive non-violence as a weapon of the weak. But useful
as it is as a substitute of terrorism, I claim no newness or
merit for it. It is no contribution to the peace movement.
It is no wonder that my identification with the
Congress demand appears to contradict my previous
writing quoted by my correspondent. There is, however,
no contradiction. Even now as then I would not gain
independence at the cost of non-violence. The critic
might retort that, if the British Government made the
required declaration, I would be helping the Allies and
thereby taking part in violence. The retort would be
reasonable but for the fact that the additional help
that Britain would gain from the Congress would be purely
moral. The Congress would contribute neither men nor
money. The moral influence would be used on the side of
peace. I have already said in these columns that my non-
violence does recognize different species of violence-—defen-
sive and offensive. It is true that in the long run the diffe-
rence is obliterated, but the initial merit persists. A non-
violent person is bound, when the occasion arises, to say
which side is just. Thus I wished success to the Abyssinians,
the Spaniards, the Czechs, the Chinese and the Poles, though
in each case I wished that they could have offered non-
violent resistance. In the present case, if the Congress could

